DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Back to Life / Week 1

WEEK 1
BECAUSE OF JESUS, YOUR STORY ISN’T OVER.

D AY 1

HEAR // We have inherited a terrible curse. Through Adam and Eve, sin
entered the world. Before sin, everything in God’s created world was
perfect. In many ways, our souls still long for that world—one without
pain, death, or fear. Sin messed up everything that was once perfect.
Sin even introduced death in our world—both physical death and
spiritual death. We are all spiritually dead without Jesus, including you.
Thankfully, God didn’t just leave us—or you—in this situation. He sent
Jesus. Today, thank God for sending Jesus.

D AY 2

PRAY // Big sins and little sins. It’s easy to categorize sin into those
two groups and minimize the “little” sin in our lives. Some of our sins
seem so minor, but it’s important to realize that God hates sin—all sin.
God hates sin because it separates us, hurts us, enslaves us, blinds us,
and lessens our love for God. In other words, sin is the opposite of
everything God is about. If you’re feeling trapped or enslaved by sin,
the good news is that you don’t have to live that way any more. Tell God
your sins and then ask Him to help you stay far from those sins going
forward—both the big sins and the “little” ones. God hates sin, but He
loves you and wants to help.
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D AY 3

TALK // Christmas morning . . . all those gifts! What if next Christmas
you looked at your gifts under the tree but never actually opened them?
Imagine them still sitting unopened in March, April, or May. You see, for
a gift to really be a gift, you have to take it and open it. Believe it or not,
Salvation—the gift God gave us through Jesus—works the same way.
Salvation is the gift that God has been wanting to give you your whole
life, but it’s up to you to take hold of it. Have you accepted the gift?
What about your friends? Have you shared the gift with them?

D AY 4

HEAR // Imagine you are in a courtroom being tried for all the things
you’ve done wrong in your life. Now imagine that the judge sitting in
front of you, about to announce the verdict. You are declared guilty
and given the worst punishment—the death penalty. But before they
take you away, Jesus stands in and tells the judge that He will take
your punishment and die in your place. Believe it or not, this is exactly
what Jesus came to do for you. He came to take your place and your
punishment. Have you been trying to earn your way out of your guilty
verdict? Have you been trying to do enough good things to outweigh
the things you’ve done wrong? The truth is, you can’t earn your way out
of a guilty verdict, which is why God never asks us to. He only asks that
we accept His free gift through Jesus called Salvation.

D AY 5

PRAY // You have an enemy, and the Bible says the enemy prowls around
like a roaring lion just looking for someone to devour. This enemy is also
described as a murderer, liar, and sinner from the beginning. He wants
to do anything he can to lead you away from Jesus and destroy your
life. But while the enemy comes to steal and destroy your life, Jesus has
come to give you life—a full life. What do you think a “full life” looks
like? Are there any areas of your life that feel a little less-than-full right
now, as if the enemy is pulling you away from what’s best for you? Today,
pray about those areas and ask Jesus to lead you into the full life He
describes.
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