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WE’RE TEACHING THIS 
 

We are starting off this year by talking directly about our Youth Ministry values: Affirmation & Challenge and 
Love & Joy. Our angle of approach for these two pairs is that ultimately it’s our values, not our plans or 
goals, that steer the course of our lives in our attempt to tell a better story. After all, everyone wants their 
stories to continue on past their lives, but not everyone knows what it might take to get there. Living by the 
right values allows us to course correct in positive ways when, inevitably, our plans go awry or dreams prove 
unreachable. We see this in the great stories of history and the popular stories of our culture: telling a good 
story is much more about how we meet the challenges rather than skating past them. 
 
The pairs of Affirmation & Challenge and Love & Joy help us to tell a better story by freeing us from striving 
after that which we already have: God’s acceptance and love. Affirmation is all about seeing ourselves as 
God sees us: as good creations, as children of God, as made in the image of God. The reality is that we 
don’t always live that out and that is why there’s Challenge as well, to become the person God created us to 
be. Love and joy are nesting concepts that emerge from the basics of grace: that nothing we do will make 
God love us more and nothing we do will make God love us less. So, if nothing can separate us from the 
love of God, we can live boldly and bravely in ways that patiently await a conclusion written with love. 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
Adapted from Playing for Keeps by Reggie Joiner & Kristen Ivy 

If God created TIME as a platform to proves He love us unconditionally, then maybe He designed stories so 
that collectively, over time, they could give us a deeper perspective about His principles and truths.  
 
To put it another way, God fashioned the human brain so it would connect to story. Then, he crafted an 
original script that would continue to fascinate humans. Then, He designed humans with the creative talent 
to craft intriguing stories. (That has to be more than just coincidence.) 
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THINK ABOUT THIS (Continued) 
 

Experts have analyzed, theorized, and evangelized about the power of story. Everyone seems to agree. It’s 
as if our minds are hardwired to engage in the way information fits together in the context of a narrative. 
One specialist in this area put it this way:  
 

In the last 15 years we have developed the brain imaging technologies that help us shed light on 
what it means to ‘get lost’ in a good story. Studies are suggesting that, when reading, listening, or 
watching a good story, we activate brain regions used to process the experience as if it were our 
own. In other words we are wired for stories.1 

 
If you need a little more proof that God exists, consider the magical, mystical, imaginative, compelling way 
kids, teenagers--and everyone else for that matter--connect to stories. It seems obvious: God created your 
imagination. Then God created stories to ignite it. 
 
Don’t underestimate the power of your God-given imagination.  

1 - Liisa Ogburn, wiredforstories.com 

TRY THIS 
Adapted from Playing for Keeps by Reggie Joiner & Kristen Ivy 

GET IN THE ACTION Good stories don’t just happen. You have to create them. As a parent or a leader, you 
are an author. Okay, never mind, we only wish we had that kind of control. We know that God is ultimately 
the author of the story. But you do have influence with a few characters; so think for a minute about your 
influence the way an author might think. 
 
If you are influencing a leading character . . .  

What qualities do you want your character to develop? 
What lessons does your character need to learn? 
What experiences does your character need to have? 
 

Or maybe you could think about it this way: as they begin their epic journey, every good hero needs 
surmountable obstacles, sidekicks, and super powers. If you figure out how to give them super powers, let 
us know. That would be impressive. . . . What about surmountable obstacles? Every author knows if you want 
a leading character to develop the virtues necessary to triumph, you need to architect some 
character-building experiences along the way. As an “author” or influencer, you have an opportunity to help 
kids discover challenges, face obstacles, and participate in the action. You may want to add something to 
their storyline like volunteering at a food bank, taking an annual mission trip, packing a shoebox, or raising 
money for a nonprofit. 
 
As you look for opportunities to build their stories and get them into the action, remember two things: they 
need to experience failure. They need to experience success. That may seem contradictory, but experts 
seem to agree on these two things. . . . kids and teenagers need to be surrounded by adults who will resist 
the temptation to jump into situations to “solve it” for them. They need leaders and parents who will love 
them enough to let them navigate challenges early on while the stakes are lower, so they will be better 
equipped to face adulthood, when the consequences may be more severe. 

 


