
 

SHARING YOUR SHARPNESS 
 
 
 

PURSUE STRATEGIC RELATIONSHIPS FOR YOUR KIDS 
Every son and daughter needs other adults in their lives who will say things that 
reflect what a parent would say. When you widen the circle, you not only 
recognize the need for others to influence your children, but also the need for 
your children to be a part of something that is much larger than just your family. 
A wider circle gives them not only a place to belong but a significant role to 
engage in a bigger story. 

 
 

FOCUS YOUR PRIORITIES ON WHAT MATTERS MOST 
David Brooks puts it this way, “It occurred to me that there were two sets of 
virtues, the résumé virtues and the eulogy virtues. The résumé virtues are the 
skills you bring to the marketplace. The eulogy virtues are the ones that are 
talked about at your funeral — whether you were kind, brave, honest or faithful. 
Were you capable of deep love?” As parents, we’re facing tremendous 
pressure to focus on resume virtues, or more really college application virtues. 
The countdown to graduation is always in front of us, which makes focusing on 
who our kids will be at graduation much more difficult. 

 
COMMUNICATE IN A WAY THAT GIVES THE RELATIONSHIP VALUE 
It’s so easy for us to make the rules more important than the relationship and, If 
we are not careful, disappointment in our kids’ behavior can be translated into 
their hearts as rejection. The truth is our children will always challenge the rules 
and debate our reasoning, but we should strive to parent in a way that they can 
never question how much we love them. That’s the problem with rules—you 
can always debate their rationale, but you can’t debate a trusted relationship.  
 
INCREASE THE QUANTITY OF QUALITY TIME 
When you create a rhythm you establish priorities. A priority is simply a 
pre-decision about your time. Rhythm requires two primary 
components—intentionality and constancy—and can be defined as a strong, 
repeated pattern. So it’s not quantity or quality time you need as a family—it’s 
the quantity of quality times. When you increase the quantity of quality time 
you spend together as a family, you leverage your ability to positively impact 
your children relationally and spiritually. 
 

 
PUT YOURSELF FIRST WHEN IT COMES TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
When it comes to character and faith, your kids are watching you in a way they 
might not watch you in other pursuits. Because it’s so personal, you can’t do 
faith and character for your kids. There’s another factor at work. If it’s not in you, 
they know it. When it comes to spiritual and character formation, your journey 
impacts them deeply. If you want it to be in them, it needs to be in you. God is 
interested in writing a bigger story, and your personal growth is part of the 
plotline.  

 



 

SHARING YOUR SHARPNESS 
 
Thanks so much for joining this exciting initiative! Now that you are familiar with the 5 Family Values, here are 
some questions to get you thinking: 

1. Widen the Circle How did you help connect your kids to a wider circle of adults? How did you identify 
those adults and facilitate those relationships? 

2. Imagine the End How did you guide and nurture your child’s character? 
3. Fight for the Heart How did you elevate your relationship with your children over the rules? 
4. Create a Rhythm What were the meaningful and impactful rhythms you established in your family? 

How did they change as your kids grew older? 
5. Make it Personal What were the practices and beliefs that had the most impact on your faith journey 

while a parent? 
 
Ready to get started with sharing your ideas? Couple of things to remember: 

1. This is not an exercise for perfect parents. Sometimes we learn the most from our parenting flops! If 
you’re an imperfect parent, chances are you have something very worthwhile to share! 

2. The best submissions are practical: things that parents or families can put into practice. These do not 
have to be profound, they could be simple things. 

3. Feel free to tell a story! We’re wired to think in terms of story so hearing how your practice(s) changed 
you or your family is an incredible bonus. 

4. Would you rather type up your submission? Go to http://www.dcpcyouth.org/sharpness and you can 
submit online there. 

 
 
YOUR NAME _________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL _______________________________________________ PHONE # ___________________________________ 
 
CAN WE INCLUDE YOUR CONTACT INFO IN THE PUBLISHED BOOK? _________ 
 
 
PRACTICE #1 
FAMILY VALUE ________________________________________ 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRACTICE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feel free to include as many sheets of paper as it takes! 
Return to the main office when completed. Thank you! 

http://www.dcpcyouth.org/sharpness

