
 

 

  VISIONARY                                   September 24, October 1, & October 8 

 
 

WE’RE TEACHING THIS 
 

We are starting off this year by talking directly about our Vision Statement: Worship God / Follow Christ / Do 
Good. Our angle to approach each of these actions is to ask why: Why worship God if worship is so boring? 
Why follow Christ if Jesus isn’t even around to follow? Why is the measure of my faith not how much I know 
about God but how much I love others?  
 
As we seek to answer these three questions the idea that will tie all of them together is that the rhythms of 
our week are really “liturgies.” Usually we think of liturgies as the order of worship, but liturgies are 
everywhere and they shape our hearts to love and worship something or someone. We experience these 
liturgies at home, school, work, football games, and shopping malls. They aren’t necessarily explicit, but 
their repetition creates a spiritual significance that we can’t ignore. As we go deep into Visionary we will be 
exploring the liturgies that we create and the ones we find ourselves in. Equipped with that awareness we 
can choose better liturgies, the ones that God wants for us and the ones that move us towards a better 
future through deeper relationships, stronger faith, and smarter decisions. Each week we will help students 
locate themselves on the spiritual map and give them practical steps they can take to keep moving towards 
the Kingdom each week and every day. 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
By James K. A. Smith from You Are What You Love 

[We] rightly have a sense of caution when it comes to the influence of the world on our families, especially 
on our children. Indeed, it is a biblical admonition: we are both incubators and defenders of our children’s 
hearts and minds, stewards of their imaginations, responsible for their instruction. And thus it is only natural 
that we should be their defenders, on guard like sentinels watching in the distance for oncoming threats. 
When the father of Proverbs 4 admonishes his son, saying “guard your heart” (v. 23), the father’s instruction 
is itself part of that defense. 
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THINK ABOUT THIS (Continued) 
 

But what if we’re missing the real threats? What if we’re constructing defenses against the intellectual blasts 
of ideas and messages from the world but not insulating against the sort of toxic radiation that can seep 
through our intellectual defenses? 
 
This happens when we parent our children as if they are [only] thinking things . . . We try to foster their faith 
by providing them with biblical knowledge, catechizing them to give us the right answers, and then 
gradually equipping them to also discern the false teachings the world will throw at them. If we humans are 
basically thinking things, then both our defenses and our instruction should be primarily didactic [intended 
to teach] and theological. But what does it look like to parent lovers? What does it look like to curate a 
household as a formative space to direct our desires? How can a home be a place to (re)calibrate our hearts? 
 
That changes things. It means we should be concerned with the ethos of our households--the unspoken 
“vibe”carried in our daily rituals. Every household has a “hum,” and that hum has a tune that is attuned to 
some telos [end]. We need to tune our homes, and thus our hearts, to sing his grace. That tuning requires 
intentionality with regard to the hum, the constant background noise generated by our routines and 
rhythms. That background noise is a kind of imaginative wallpaper that influences how we imagine the 
world, and it can be a melody that reinforces God’s desires for his creation or it can (often unintentionally) be 
a background tune that is dissonant with the Lord’s song . . . 
 
Thus each household and family does well to take an audit of its daily routines, looking at them through a 
liturgical lens. What Story is carried in those rhythms? What vision of the good life is carried in those 
practices? What sorts of people are made by immersion in these cultural liturgies? 

TRY THIS 
By Kristen Ivy from “3 Practical Habits to Make Time Matter More” 

Every day isn’t a special day. In fact, most days are pretty typical. But one of the best ways to make the most 
of every week is to create some habits. There are just some things that are inherently part of the rhythm of 
our world. And by creating some intentional rhythms, we can make the days and the weeks count a little 
more. 
 
So if you want to make your time count, don’t undervalue the simple things: 
 

What do you do every morning at breakfast? 
What if part of your breakfast routine just became looking for ways to encourage? 
 
When do you eat together?  
You don’t have to make a home-cooked meal to have a conversation. What if one meal a day was a 
media-free time when you were intentional about having a conversation with your child? 
 
What’s the last thing you do before they go to bed at night? 
Every day ends the same way. We go to bed. So what’s your bedtime routine? How do you make the 
most of the moments right before your son or daughter drifts off to sleep? 

 
*  - http://theparentcue.org/3-practical-habits-to-make-time-matter-more/ 

 


